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A unique and special emphasis is placed on fostering transcendental loving and devotion to His 
lordship Krishna on the part of a pure devotee for his own sake rather than for fruitive results or 
rewards such as detachment, or worldly or heavenly gains etc. The Vedic scriptures reveal that 
without the mercy of Krishna none can be liberated from this mundane material world. Now 
there are nine ways of serving Krishna and of them Pada-sevanam (remembering always the 
lotus feet of Krishna) is one of the most important ways of serving Krishna. In other words, 
meditating on His lotus feet always can ultimately remove all material sufferings in the life of a 
devotee. 


In this Kali yuga, generally an ordinary person pays their attention to attain four fruitive things, 
e.g. Dharma (righteousness of human life), Artha (money), Kama (lust/sensual pleasure), 
Moksha (mukti/liberation). In addition to these four worldly objectives, there is an ultimate 
objective of human life which is known as or called Krishna Prem, i.e. loving Krishna, serving 
Krishna, remembering Him always, performing all activities for the pleasure of Krishna etc. 


While explaining his purport on the verse 50 of chapter 90 of canto 10 of Bhagavatam, Srila 
Prabhupada remarked: “By regularly hearing, chanting and meditating on the beautiful feets of 
Lord Mukunda with ever increasing sincerity, a mortal being will attain the divine Kingdom of the 
Lord, where the inviolable power of death holds no sway. For this purpose many persons, 
including great kings, abandoned their mundane homes, and took to the forest” (Srimad 
Bhagavatam 10.90.50) 


The main objective of this article is to promote Bhakti to Krishna, referred to variously and to 
illustrate and explain even His holy foot-prints and their devotional significance on the material 
life of the devotees. 


There are 19 auspicious symbols on the lotus foot of Lord Krishna that were seen by the 
Vraja-gopies when they were searching Lord Krishna after Rasa Lila. (vide Srimad BHagavatam 
canto 10, chapter 30, Radha-binod Goswami). These symbols were also mentioned in other 
Vedic scriptures as follows:- 

1. Skanda Purana (written by Vyasdeva) 
Padma Purana (written by Vyasdeva) 
Govinda Lilamrita (written by Krishna Das Kaviraj Goswami) 
Kramadipika (written by Srila Jiba Goswami) 
Gopal Tapani Upanishad (written by Vyasdeva) 
Rupchintani (written by Viswanath Chakravarty Thakura) 
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No one book/scripture/Purana alone contains all the 19 symbols. However, Padma Purana 
covers most of the auspicious symbols (Padma Purana book 2). In Padma Purana, upon an 
enquiry by Narada, Brahma mentioned 16 auspicious markings on the lotus feet of Krishna. 
These 16 symbols are:- flag, lotus, elephant, goad, svastika, barleycorn, upper line, octagon 
and thunderbolt are on the right foot and on the left foot symbols like unstrung bow, triangle, 
pitcher, halfmoon, sky, fish, cow-hoof and blackberry (Rose apples) exist. For those who are 
interested in Sanskrit text: 


Te tae ferarfer FAT YB SSAC 
URS! BTS fear BO AZ AA GI | 
He ATH HAs SPATS | 
BURA AAS PA THOUS | 
STA ASHP CMA AVA GOA | | 
AOS OAPBKs FL TAL HST | 


Padma Purana, quoted in Srimad Bhagavatam written by Radha-binod Goswami. Canto 10 
chapter 30) 


In addition to this 16 symbols mentioned in the Padma Purana, additional two symbols, e.g. 
conch-shell and disc have been mentioned in Kramadipika (Jiva Goswami) and Atapatra 
(umbrella) symbol in Gopal Tapani Upanisad (Srila Vyasdeva). 


Thus a total number of 19 auspicious symbols are seen in the footprints of Krishna. Srila 
Viswanath Cakravarty Thakura in his Rupacintamani (which is a part of his Thavamrtalahari) 
also mentioned nineteen auspicious markings in the footprints of the Lord Krishna. 


The Gaudiya Vasinava acaryas approve all these nineteen symbols and till date many of them 
bear these symbols through Gopi-chandan on different parts of their body. 


Devotional service to the Lord essentially means taking shelter on His lotus feet. Pure devotees 
always think of the lotus feet of the Lord as their only asset. Padasevanam or serving the lotus 
feet of the Supreme Lord is one of the nine essential angas of bhakti. This is why unless one 
completely surrenders unto the lotus feet of the Lord or His pure devotees, there is no possibility 
of attaining the ultimate purpose of life; which means the attainment of the love of Krishna. 


The whole Vedic scriptures glorifies the shelter of the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, i.e. Krishna. 


Srimad Bhagavatam not only glorifies His Lordship but also His pure devotees. It is confirmed in 
the Bhagavatam as follows: “Those great sages who have completely taken shelter unto the 
lotus feet of the Lord can at once sanctify those who come in contact / touch with them, whereas 
the waters of the Ganges can purify or sanctify only after prolonged use.” Also in the 
Bhagavatam it has been said: “Even though a devotee of Lord Krishna sometimes falls down 
somehow or other, he certainly does not undergo material existence like others (fruitive workers 


etc.) because a person who has once relished the taste of the lotus feet of the Lord can do 
nothing but remember that ecstasy again and again. 


From the tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, we see that the gopies also remark as such: “Your 
lotus feet are the only shelter for those who have fallen into the deep well of material existence. 


Your feet are worshiped and meditated upon by great mystic yogis, and highly learned 
philosophers. We wish that these lotus feet may also be awakened within our hearts, although 
we are only ordinary people engaged in household affairs.” 


The respective order of the imprints mentioned earlier are as follows: 

1. On the left lotus foot, the beautiful markings are: below the middle toe is sky, below the 
main toe is a conch shell, below both of these there is an unstrung bow, and below that 
is a cow hoof. Below the cow hoof is a triangle, and around its four sides are four water 
pots and below that is a half moon and on the heel is a fish. 

2. On the other hand, the right lotus foot of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, bears the 
following markings: barley-corn mark at the base of the big toe, below it is a disc, and 
below that an umbrella. An upward line passes by His fore toe, the curved lotus in the 
middle of His foot, a flag on the surface of His foot, the elephant goad and thunderbolt at 
the base of His little toe, four svastikas and four blackberry fruits and an octagon in the 
middle. 


There is no single book/Purana (mentioned in the article earlier) which has discussed and 
glorified each and every auspicious symbols of the Lord. But Bhagavatam, Skanda Purana and 
Padma Purana discussed briefly the devotional significance of some symbols like disc, 
conch-shell, lotus, thunderbolt etc. 


Now let us briefly discuss the importance and significance of these imprints one by one. 

1. Sky: All of us are under the shelter of Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 
The skies are encircling each other internally and externally. As if everything in this 
material world is under the sky, this auspicious symbol of Krishna’s lotus feet has given 
shelter for all the manifest and unmanifest creations of all the universes. 

But it should be noted that despite his lotus feet remaining as a shade of material world it 
is not directly connected with this world. 


2. Conch Shell: At the root of the toe of the left foot is a conch shell which has its mouth 
upwards facing the toe itself. It is possessed by Krishna to exhibit all types of 
vidagadha-science. 

Moreover, this auspicious symbol indicates that those who have taken shelter on the 
lotus feet of Kishna get complete salvation from all sorts of sorrows in real life. 
Generally, in temple or in the house of devotees, after offering pradip, and conch’s water 
to the deity the holy water of the conch shell when thrown on the head of the devotees, 
they salvate from many material anxiety and sufferings. 

This symbol also provides hints to the devotees about final victory in their life. For 
example, before starting the war between the Pandavas and the Kauravas in 
Kuruskhetra, Krishna sang His Panchajanya Shankha which frightened the Kauravas 
while encouraging the Pandavas for victory. 

Above all, the conch shell reveals that His real or pure devotees will easily cross this 
material world and would reach His Goloka Dhama, not to speak of Baikuntha Dham. 


From Srimad Bhagavatam (canto 4), it can be stated that this symbol of the Supreme 
Lord give all types of knowledge to a man who meditate unto His conch-shell as we see 
from the story of five year old Dhruba Maharaj who was searching the Lord from whole 
heartedly. At one time, the Lord appeared to him and touched His conch-shell on the 
head of Dhruva. At once all his problems were wiped out. 


. Cow’s Hoof print: Cow’s hoof print can only contain a small amount of water. Thus those 


who can rely absolutely on this symbol of the lotus foot of Krishna, to them this ocean of 
material world becomes like a cow's hoof so that they would be able to cross that very 
easily and reach Krishna’s abode. 


. Unstrung Bow: This holy symbol indicates that those who take shelter of Krishna can be 


freed from all sorts of mental agony, anxieties and troubles in their daily life. 

Generally most people are engaged in such fruitive activities for which they become 
bonded. But if they meditate on the above symbol always even then they can be freed 
from the odd sufferings of this material world. Even Krishna by His mercy may grant 
them total salvation so that they can reach Baikuntha Dhama. 

Moreover, a bow is a weapon for war. As such those who can concentrate his eyes on 
the bow he may be free from all types of material fears and evils. 


. Iriangle: According to astrology, a man having this symbol either in his hand or on foot 


can easily overcome many barriers in his worldly affairs and life. As such this symbol on 
the lotus foot of Krishna indicates that His pure devotees would be able to overcome 
their different types of misery and troubles in life. 


Pitcher: This auspicious symbol indicates that there is amrita in the gold pitcher of 
Krishna which is meant for His devotees only. They will drink the amrita which would 
uplift their soul and love towards Krishna more than ever. 

Another significance of their beautiful symbol is that this amrita will cool the senses of 
the devotees so that they would become free of anger, anxiety, lust, greed and so on. 


Halfmoon: This symbol denotes how the devotees can rely on the cool foot of Krishna 
only. We know that there is a half moon on the forehead of Shiva. In the context of this 
we can say that even a great deity like Shiva (a pure Vaisnava) decorates his forehead 
with a halfmoon which is a glorious symbol on the foot of Sri Krishna. 

The moon showers amrita on trees and plants so that they grow in a balanced way. 
Likewise, this symbol unto the foot of Krishna showers blessings on His pure devotees 
so that they can be relieved of the three material sufferings in their life. 


Fish: Fish can’t live without water. Likewise this symbol indicates that those who 
surrender their mind unto the lotus foot of Krishna cannot live without His mercy. 
Moreover, this symbol also indicates that the surrendered soul world will always be joyful 
and their life will be enlightened. They will also get a longer life to serve their Prabhu (i.e. 
Krishna Himself). 
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In the water fishes move hither and thither. Likewise the minds of the mundane people 
go up and down at every moment. Thus persons like this mentality, if they can meditate 
on the lotus foot of Krishna regularly, would be able to get rid of the above and in due 
course would get stability in their life. 

The symbol also indicates that only when a devotee’s heart would be fulfilled with pure 
love for Krishna. His auspicious footprints would appear on the heart of the devotee 
himself. Because in the absence of pure love lotus footprints of Krishna can’t appear in 
any one’s heart. 


Disc: Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krishna has two hands, at times 
when necessity arises, he takes the form of Visnu with four hands having a disc, a lotus 
flower, a conch shell and a goad in each of the hands. 

His principal weapon is the disc for which sometimes He is also called as Cakradhari. He 
can kill his enemies at once with the help of this weapon. This is why it is a very 
fortunate symbol for His devotees because it can destroy / annihilate the six enemies - 
lust, greed, false ego, illusion, attachment and envy of the devotees. 

In addition, this Disc entails high power through which Krishna eliminates the darkness in 
the heart of His devotees. 

It has been stated in the Skanda Purana that this symbol extinguishes the six enemies of 
a devotee like anger, lust etc. (Skanda Purana part 10) 


Lotus: Those who meditate on the lotus feet of Krishna this symbol increases the 
thirstiness of the devotees like bees. Lotus grow in water. This is why those meditating 
unto the lotus foot of Krishna benefits a lot. The highly beautiful lotus also causes greed 
in the minds of the bumblebee - like devotees who are always hankering for His 
auspicious foot. 

A further significance of this symbol is that the Goddess of fortune - i.e. Maha Laxmi 
Devi always tender services to the Lord while sitting on His lotus foot. The very soft petal 
of the lotus can be roughly compared with the lotus foot of the Lord. As such a man who 
can meditate unto the lotus foot of the Lord always can would be able to be freed from 
the bondage of this material world. This is why without the blessings of Krishna none can 
be released through the so-called jnan and bairagya. 

The Lord has stated that this symbol removes all types of anxiety and agonies from the 
mind of the devotees. (Skanda Purana part 15) 


Upperline: According to astrology, any upper line either on hand or on the foot gives 
fruitful results in the fortune of a person. This symbol indicates that those who rely unto 
the lotus feet of the Lord can certainly improve their devotional life. 

Another significance of this holy symbol implies that anyone relying on the lotus foot of 
the lord will surely go upwards even in their material life. 


Umbrella: Umbrella is generally used for protection from sun-hit or heavy rainfall. This 
holy symbol, therefore, implies that those who can take shelter unto the lotus foot of the 
Lord can be relieved from different material sufferings of the world. 
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Moreover, this symbol indicates that persons meditating on the lotus foot of the lord get 
humor from other devotees and quarters easily. 


Elephant Goad: Goad is a weapon through which an elephant can be controlled from his 
gestures and postures. Moreover, it expresses a fearless condition also. Similarly, 
through this symbol Krishna controls His devotees from any type of fall in devotional life. 
It also implies that those who take shelter unto the lotus feet of Krishna will be free from 
all anger, greed, lust and enjoy a peaceful and fearless life. 


Flag: Generally, a flag is a symbol of victory. Again it also indicates that those who 
meditate on the lotus foot of the Lord they will be victorious from any kind of devotional 
services to the Lord and His devotees. 

Krishna possesses this symbol to destroy the unwanted elements towards His devotees. 


Svastika: This symbol generally reveals peace and loving / tranquility in the society. 
Moreover, it indicates one’s keenness to his own religion. Hence those who meditate on 
the lotus feet of the Lord they can attain prosperity, peaceful life in the family, high 
position in devotional service, etc. 


Octagon: Generally, yogi and meditators draw this symbol and on it recite Vedic or tantric 
mantra for attaining some rare things. As such anyone who meditates on this symbol 
under the lotus feet of the Lord will achieve fruitful results whatsoever necessary in their 
devotional life. It will also bring pure happiness in their life. 


Rose Apples (Blackberry fruits): According to vedic explanation, we are the inhabitants 
of Jamvu Dvipa. Hence, this symbol reveals that we should meditate only unto the lotus 
foot of the Lord who created the above Dvipa. 


Thunderbolt: The significance of this holy symbol is that who meditate unto the lotus feet 
of the Lord can overcome thousands of sins of his present and past lives. 

In addition, this symbol also indicates that by meditating on the lotus feet of the Lord the 
devotees can earn name and fame can reach even at the position of Indra, the king of 
heaven. 

The symbol thunderbolt also indicates to break the mountain like sins of the devotees. 
According to Skanda Purana (part 10), this symbol eliminates thousands and thousands 
of mountain-like sins from the life of the devotees. This is why wise persons/devotees 
always meditate on this symbol. 


Barleycorn: This symbol, however, indicates that anyone who actually believes and relies 
unto the blessed feet of the Lord would be able to overcome all types of barriers 
pertaining to these apparently bad symbols which create many acute barriers in material 
life. (Padma Purana part 2 and Skanda Purana part 10). 


It may be noted that one can get in a nutshell the glory and the significance of all the 
above 19 symbols from the Bhavbhav-bibhabika Tika (note) of Sri Ramnarayan of the 
18th century commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam in Sanskrit (quoted in Srimad 
Bhagavatam canto 10 chapter 30 of Sri Radhabinod Goswami page 2125). 


Since most of the readers do not know Sanskrit language, his explanation is quoted here with 
English translation. 


Sanskrit text: 

Od AOMSSAAISAA ASH ARAN, Ae WPAN AETIAMATS WINS, AST 
SATA CAT, WIHs TANT FIA CHARMS WISAPR ASHP, TSHR Wie-aeTs May 
PNMsas Hans STPTOMPAS, COPS HIT SSA, faery fasa Hedaaaayg shorts ra 
fafay SATS ForpEy PARIS HSE TAT SHAY HAI TO PAST TO ROMANS 
TPTMMAAPS, Cs Parra PATIO TTS WAATSTSOSTMPAI TNs, 

ALAS AAP ATATATMODS, WHARF PHVA AY TOS ATE | | PAYPY STAs (MPM TAT AAT 
FATA CAT: CPT TAT AT HS | TWAS HYAPATOAAT CATATTMAT ANT TH SOA OPAAPARALS 
CATA | | 


English translation: Here we give a translation of some of the symbols. The Lord, in order to 
provide fearless position to the surrendered persons, bears an umbrella symbol on His lotus 
feet. THe umbrella symbol indicates those who surrender to His lotus feet would be free from all 
types of worldly sufferings. In order to purify their minds, He has taken a lotus symbol and has 
taken a thunderbolt symbol on His feet to destroy their mountain like sins of His devotee. In 
order to control the freckle mind of His devotees, He wears the symbol elephant goad. He also 
bears a barleycorn symbol in order that His devotees can overcome all material obstacles to 
make success in life and Svastika symbol for removing the mental agony and anxiety of the 
devotees. He also has an upperline on His holy feet showing that His devotees, after their 
death, can reach in the upper-loka preferably Baikuntha. In order to protect His devotees from 
eight sides, He has also borne an octagon. He also has sting bow, conch-shell and disc 
symbols on His lotus feet so that the devotees may be free from all types of fear and enemies. 
The body, mind and speech are the three things through which devotees can really worship His 
lotus feet - this is reflected by the symbol triangle. Total surrender on the pious pitcher, His lotus 
feet ensures the salvation of all types of creatures. 


The half moon symbol states that one who meditates on this would get every success in his life 
like Shiva as He bears this symbol on the forehead. The symbol fish reveals all types of will can 
be achieved on one meditating on this symbol. On the other hand, cow-huff symbol, the sky 
symbol indicates that meditating on these symbols would make this mundane world like a 
cow-huff to cross it and devotees would become indifferent regarding worldly affairs 
respectively. Fish symbol indicates that His devotees would be able to avoid all types of worldly 
affairs. On the other hand, the symbol rose apple indicates that those who surrender unto His 
lotus feet will be free from three types of sufferings of this material world. 


Note: 


1. Anga means a part of a body or anything. 
2. Pradip means a lamp that is used for worshiping a deity. 
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